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whole-hearted Catholic, and always anxious to impress
the Holy See at Rome with a sense of his orthodoxy.
Failing to obtain the reform he sought in the obsolete
educational methods of the University of Cracow, he
extended the encouragement given to the Jesuits in the
reign of Sigismund, with the result that excellent schools
were soon established in all parts of the country, and the
growing exodus of Polish scholars to other countries was
stayed. The trouble from raiding Tatars, which he had
been called upon to quell upon his accession, and which
periodically threatened the property and the safety of
the landowners of the south, also engaged his attention.
He first employed the Cossacks of the Ukraine against
these marauders, adding a force of 6,000 of them to the
Polish army, and giving them pay as well as recognizing
the Hetman they appointed as their representative.

His overtures to the Pope were a part of a policy that
he attempted to mature in the last years of his reign.
Although he had been the Sultan's vassal, he now planned
to drive him out of Europe under the coercion of a
combination of the great Eastern European Powers.
To unite Muscovy, Hungary, and Poland against Turkey
was no easy task, but he hoped with the aid of the Pope
to accomplish it. He, better than any other contemporary
ruler, knew the power of the Sultan, and the nature of
that monarch's plans and ambitions. He recognized that
his very existence in Europe was a standing menace to
Christendom. He had hardly contrived to influence the
Pope with these ideas, however, and his schemes were
but on the brink of realization and possibly success, when
suddenly he died, leaving Poland a prey to the factions

" ; death.
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